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A dictionary of quotations is an essential resource for anyone involved in writing and lecturing. The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations has become the standard work, yet while its breadth of coverage is extensive, it cannot hope to include everything, and there will always be room for more specialised dictionaries. Peter McDonald has done us a great favour by bringing together a remarkably wide-ranging collection of quotations that relate in one way or another to medicine. Inevitably, many of those that are quoted are themselves doctors, but this volume also includes politicians, philosophers, journalists, and social commentators. But how does one review a dictionary of quotations? One approach is simply to scan the sources to get an idea of the breadth of coverage. On this criterion, the dictionary clearly succeeds. While many of those quoted are from English-speaking countries, many key figures from other parts of the world also feature. Goethe is here, as are Pasteur, Kant, and Virchow. There is the contemporary mix with the historic; George W Bush is there (although given the tortured syntax he may wish he was not) along with Hamurabi and Cicero. Another test is to see whether your favourite medical quotations are included. Here the picture was more mixed. Lenin's saying that ‘either socialism will defeat the louse or the louse will defeat socialism’ was there but Virchow's statement that ‘Medicine is a social science, and politics is nothing else but medicine on a large scale’ was missing. I would have liked to have seen René Dubos' saying that ‘human destiny is bound to remain a gamble, because at some unpredictable time and in some on for a simple manner nature will strike back’, although many of his other famous sayings are there. In his foreword the editor recognises that this volume is work-in-progress and he encourages the readers to send their suggestions for a future edition. Yet, even in its first edition, this volume will be an invaluable addition to any library.
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